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Large firms. Small firms. Advisers 
that can offer you a choice of all the 
products on the market and advisers 
that will only refer you to products from 
one company. 

So how do you pick the adviser that’s 
right for you?

There’s five main things you need to 
consider:

• Know-how

• What products they can offer you

Know-how
All advisers will be able to give general 
financial advice but they also specialise 
in different things. So you need to think 
about the type of advice you’re looking 
for and make sure that it’s something 
your adviser knows about.

The rule is: always ask what the adviser 
specialises in.

What products they can offer you
Insurance brokers canrecommed any product
out there.

• Tied agents can only recommend products
from a set list of providers 
 
 

• A tied agent is, well, tied, to one company 
and its products. 

The adviser must tell you which 
category they fall into.

get advice
Feature article: Choosing an adviser
How to find the one that’s right for you.

True or False 
Seeing an adviser 
means you’re committed

False
Exactly
In fact, before you make any 
decisions, you should talk to 
an adviser to see if you feel 
comfortable with them.
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• How you feel



How you feel
This isn’t wishy-washy hippy talk. It’s 
important that you pick an adviser that 
you feel comfortable with.

Check out a number of advisers and 
go with one who not only has the right 
status and experience, 
but you can get on with too. After all, it 
will be a long partnership.

Finding your adviser
So now you know what you’re looking 
for, where do you fi  nd your adviser?

Well, you could start by asking friends 
and colleagues for recommendations. 
However, you should remember that 
what works for them might not be good 
for you – they might have very different 
fi nancial needs and goals.

True or False 
Make a plan, then 
forget about it

False
You’re right
You need to revisit your plan at 
least once a year and whenever 
your circumstances change to 
make sure it still meets your needs.
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